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 14 August 2025 
Decorex 2025 Design Talks Programme: Inspiring Design Excellence

Decorex, the UK’s destination for luxury interior design has announced its highly anticipated Design Talks programme for 2025. This year’s lineup features inspiring names from the design industry who will share their valuable experience and expertise with the Decorex community. Taking place at Olympia, London from 12-15 October 2025, Design Talks will explore the key topics and trends in the sector, providing practical guidance and industry perspectives, ranging from smart home technology to growing your business and sustainability to international design.
Across the four-day programme, hear from over 100 guest speakers including Brian Woulfe, Sophie Paterson, Pip Rich and the British Institute of Interior Design within the Decorex seminar theatre.
Decorex Event Director Sam Fisher comments: “This year’s lineup of speakers and topics is truly exceptional, reflecting the latest trends and innovations within our design industry. We have curated a diverse range of sessions that promise to inspire, educate, and engage visitors.
From thought-provoking keynotes to educational panels, each talk is designed to provide valuable insights and practical knowledge. I am particularly excited about the inclusion of emerging voices in the design community, who will bring fresh perspectives and innovative ideas.”
Here are some key sessions you won’t want to miss: 
Style & Pitch: How to get your projects in the press
Join magazine interior stylists and journalists, Maxine Brady and Gemma Gear in this practical guide to securing press coverage for your interior design projects. The duo will discuss the benefits of publicity, who to contact, how to craft a compelling press release, and the types of coverage you can expect.  Plus, they will explore alternative PR strategies, leveraging social media, and making the most of your media exposure.
Tips on running a successful design business
Discover what it takes to build and grow a thriving interior design practice. In this focused panel hosted by journalist, Elspeth Pridham, top interior designers Sophie Paterson, Charu Gandhi and Irene Gunter will share practical advice on everything from finding clients and setting fees, to managing teams and staying competitive.
Local Meets Global: Championing Regional Artisans in International Design
In an increasingly globalised design landscape, the intersection of local craftsmanship and international design narratives has never been more relevant. Hosted by Livingetc’s Executive Editor, Pip Rich with interior designers, Brian Woulfe, Henry Prideaux, Henri Fitzwilliam-Lay and Nicola Harding, this talk explores how designers, brands, and consumers can work together to elevate and preserve traditional techniques while seamlessly integrating them into modern, globally inspired interiors. By giving voice to regional artisans and embracing their unique contributions, the design world not only preserves cultural heritage but also fosters innovation, authenticity, and sustainability.
The Energetics of a Thriving Business
You don’t grow by doing more—you grow by aligning strategy with energetic mastery. In this inspiring keynote, business coach Katy Stevenson-Bretton reveals a new paradigm for interior designers where clarity, confidence, and energetic alignment are the foundation for greater visibility, high-quality clients, and a profitable, fulfilling studio you love to lead.
BIID: Scaling Success – Strategies for Growing Your Interior Design Business
This insightful panel discussion, chaired by BIID President Angela Bardino, is designed for professional interior designers looking to expand their business, attract high-value clients, and streamline operations. Our expert panellists of registered BIID interior designers including Natalia Miyar, Rumi Bunya and Sammy Bikoulis will share actionable strategies to take your interior design studio to the next level. Whether you’re an independent interior designer or managing a growing team, the panel will provide the insights and strategies you need to elevate your interior design business.
A Problem-Solving Revolution: Can Smart Home Tech Save Interior Design? 
In this talk, host, Jeff Hayward, Presenter of The Interior Design Business podcast will explore how smart home technology is transforming the world of interior design with acclaimed interior designers, Katie Earl and Naomi Astley-Clarke alongside Pip Evans from CEDIA member, NV Integration. 
By embracing innovative technology solutions, designed and installed by CEDIA professionals, interior designers can overcome many of the aesthetic, space optimisation and lifestyle challenges they face. Find out how the latest lighting and shading, audio-visual, wi-fi and automation systems can be properly integrated to enhance contemporary and period design schemes, minimising clutter and optimising the living space, inside and outside the home. 
Taking the Strain – How to be a Safe Pair of Hands for Your Client
The only things in life more stressful than building or renovating a home are bereavement, divorce, and redundancy and yet the finished result should be life changing for the client and worth all the pain of the experience. In this session, host Jeff Hayward will speak to expert interior designers, Christian Bense and Helen Bygraves about interiors designers acting as a safe pair of hands, ready to support and guide clients through the ups and downs of the design and project process, and skilfully manage any unforeseen dramas, problems, or delays enroute. So, how can we best prepare and manage our clients to minimize the stress for them – and for ourselves, and emerge successful and feted at the finish line?  
BIID: Mastering Marketing & Building your Interior Design Brand
In today's competitive market, a strong brand and effective marketing strategy are essential for interior designers to stand out. This expert-led panel discussion chaired by BIID President elect Liz Bell, accompanied by panellists and registered BIID interior designers, Andrea Benedettini, Abby Laybourne and Carmelina Dalton will explore key tactics for building a compelling brand. The session will also explore leveraging social media and growing a sustainable design business. Join them for an engaging discussion filled with expert tips, real-world success stories, and practical strategies to drive your interior design business forward.
Elevating the Standard — The Role of Service Design in Sustained Client Success
Exceptional design skills are foundational, but they’re only part of the equation. Host Pip Rich will be joined by interior and property experts Jojo Barr, Irene Gunter and Jo Eccles to explore how service design and thoughtful orchestration of the client experience plays a critical role in building lasting partnerships. The experts will discuss best practices in communication, transparency, and value delivery, offering insights into how studios can distinguish themselves not only by the quality of their work, but by the excellence of their service.
The Empty Nest Redesigned – Lifestyle Meets Interior Design
How do you design spaces that not only reflect evolving lifestyles - but actively support them?
In this thought-provoking panel hosted by interiors journalist, Busola Evans, interior designer Alex Dauley joins Julian Parmiter, co-founder of Create Academy, along with fellow designers Laura Hammett and Toni Black, to explore how interior design can respond to major life transitions - like the empty nest phase - and become a powerful tool for personal expression.
Attendees will also get an exclusive first look at Alex’s debut Create Academy video course - launching in autumn 2025 - which offers a behind-the-scenes look at a brand-new residential project that redefines luxury, comfort, and identity in the post-family-home chapter.
Design Circles & Brand Perspectives
As brand new additions to this year's event, Decorex introduces Design Circles and Brand Perspectives - two new formats. Design Circles is designed to foster more intimate and interactive conversations. These roundtable-style sessions offer visitors a unique opportunity to engage in focused dialogue, share insights, and explore ideas in a collaborative setting. Brand Perspectives are curated panel talks featuring exhibitors and special guests who will discuss emerging trends, design challenges and innovative solutions. Both these additions promise to enrich the Decorex experience by creating space for meaningful exchange and deeper connection within the design community. 
Decorex On-Demand
For the first time, Decorex is offering visitors the opportunity to access the Talks Programme on-demand, ensuring that no insight or thought-provoking conversation is missed. Whether you want to revisit the inspiring Design Talks, explore innovative ideas shared by industry leaders, or catch up on sessions you couldn’t attend, Decorex on-demand brings the best of the event directly to wherever you are. Decorex on-demand is included in all VIP tickets and can be purchased as an add-on for £20 for all other ticket types.
Get ready for Decorex 2025
Don’t miss the exciting Talks Programme and much more at this year’s show. For almost 50 years, Decorex has connected interior design professionals with the very best in interiors; from designer collaborations, new product launches, interactive workshops, showcases from up-and-coming artisans and an unmissable talks programme.
Registration for Decorex 2025 is open. Trade tickets are £25, consumer tickets £40, student tickets £15, manufacturers £50, VIP passes £60 and the Decorex On-Demand add on £20 – all exclusive of VAT. Click here to register your place and to contribute a small donation to the Furnishing Futures Charity. 
Revisit Decorex 2024 with our highlights video here and take a trip over the show floor via drone here.
-end-

For more information, please contact the Decorex team at Wildwood Plus: decorex@wildwoodplus.com
Tel:  +44 (0)1293 851115              

About Decorex
Decorex is the ultimate destination for high-end interiors. Decorex was established in 1978 as a setting for interior design professionals to meet and do business. Over time our mission has evolved, aligning with the changing needs of our industry. Our ambition is to remain an avenue for connection, and we provide unparalleled opportunities for the design community to connect, learn and flourish. Utilising our expertise and in-depth knowledge of the design world, we’re helping businesses achieve their goals all year round.
Decorex takes place from 12th to 15th October 2025 at Olympia London. For more information, visit www.decorex.com/ 

To register as Press, please click here.
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